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MEMORIAL DAY 
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IN REMEMBRANCE 
“ALWAYS WITH US” 

CORPORAL MICK R. BEKOWSKY 

PFC. BENJAMIN T. ZIESKE 

SGT GABRIEL GUZMAN 

MAJ. JAMES AHEARN 

PFC. BENJAMIN TOLLEFSON 

CAPT. JOHN L. HALLETT, III 

PFC SCOTT BARNETT 
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From 8:00 to 11:00 AM 

May 9 & 30, 2010 
 

Support your local VFW Post! 

Sunday Morning Breakfast 
Presently the only source for our general fund. 

 

Now TWICE each month! 

From 8:00 to 11:00 AM 
May 9 & 30, 2010 

 

(Normally the 2nd & 4th Sundays, 
2nd & 5th Sundays this month only) 

 

Bring your family and friends to  
breakfast at the Vets’ Hall.  

  

Support your local VFW Post! 

 

A bargain at only $4.00! 

 

We would like to thank Walt Walker and 
 

 

1381 Franquette Ave, Bldg C4 

Concord, CA 94520 

Phone: (925) 674-0900       FAX: (925) 674-0993  

 

for printing this month’s issue of 
The Reveille. 

 POST 1525 HAPPENINGS 
 

Ten Post members gathered at 10:00 AM on Saturday, April 

10, 2010, for the regular monthly Post Membership Meet-

ing.  The Post Meeting was opened by Commander ñPeteò 

Loechner following regular order of procedure.   Chaplain 

Doug Williams led the members in the Opening Prayer.  

Adjutant Duane Peterson called the roll of Post Officers, 

with all present or accounted for and then presented the 

Minutes of the March 2020 Post Meeting.  Quartermaster 

Paul Carroll gave the financial report for March 2010.   This 

was followed by Chaplain Doug reciting the Prayer for the 

residents of the VFW National Home in Eaton Rapids, MI. 

 

Commander ñPeteò then opened the Nominations for elec-

tion to Post Officer positions for the years 2010-2011.  The 

following membersô names were placed in Nomination: 

Commander - Richard (Pete) Loechner 

Sr. Vice Commander - Thomas (Tom) Baublitz 

Jr. Vice Commander - Craig Peterson 

Quartermaster - Paul Carroll 

Chaplain - Douglas (Doug) Williams 

Judge Advocate - Mahlon (Ming) Hanson 

Surgeon - Robert Jenkin 

Trustee, 1st Year - Edgar (Ed) Williams 

 

All nominations were seconded.  Nominations will remain 

open through the May 2010 meeting prior to elections. 

 

Commander ñPeteò reminded the members of the upcoming 

picnic at the Yountville Veteransô Home with a need for 

volunteers to assist residents.  All interested should contact 

Commander ñPeteò before going. 

 

The Local Chapter, Korean Veteransô Assôn will assist Post 

1525 with the Memorial Day Program at the Lieutenant 

Jerry Novakovich memorial flagpole in Clayton, starting at 

10 AM, May 31, 2010.  Please attend, as itôs very important 

for all members to show our neighbors that we honor de-

parted comrades. 

 

The CA Department Commander and Auxiliary President 

will make their official visit to Dist. 25 at Antiochôs VFW 

Post 6435, 815 Fulton Shipyard Rd, Saturday, May 22, 

2010.  Dinner is $20.00 for Ribs and Chicken. Call QM 

Carroll for reservations.  District 25 meets on Sunday morn-

ing at 10:00.   

 

The Post Website is up and running: http://vfwpost1525.org   

Check out the calendar for Post events; dates, times, places 

and Google maps.          

Respectfully submitted,  

Duane Peterson, Adjutant 

 

NEWHALL PARK VIETNAM MEMORIAL 
 

Update:  The thief of the bronze plaque has been caught.  

His prosecution is uncertain but replacement of the plaque 

is going to be expensive. 
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MAY 29 1940ðTHE NEW ORDER 
GERMAN OCCUPATION 

By Willem Ridder 

 

May 29th saw the end of the military government under the con-

trol of the German Army in The Netherlands.  The occupied terri-

tory of The Netherlands would from then on be governed by the 

Nazis.  Government Minister Seyss-Inquart made the following 

speech in the Hall of Knights:  ñWe will not introduce imperial-

ism to this country nor will we force our political beliefs on you.  

We will only be guided by the necessities of the current situa-

tion.ò 
The Dutch Press was not completely fooled by any of this and a 

few saw fit to provide their own interpretation.  It was abundantly 

clear to us that our democratic form of government had disap-

peared and had been replaced by a German dictatorship.  The 

press threatened to create confusion and therefore it became the 

first target of the new regime.  Independent reporting and com-

mentary were to be abandoned immediately.  The final editorial 

of one paper: ñWhat our future will hold, nobody knows for sure.  

But one thing is very clear:  The disruption of our normal social 

and economic life caused by the war will have repercussions on 

every level of our existence.  The mutual cooperation of all the 

members of our Netherlands family will now be more important 

than ever.  It will be a heavy burden for all of us but it will be less 

heavy if we bear it together.  The deep sense of kinship of our 

people will grow as a result and will remain the source of its in-

domitable will to live.ò   

This was the end of our Freedom of Speech and Press. The next 

issue of this newspaper headlined:  This paper will now be is-

sued under the control of the German Commander for the 

Netherlands. 

I was only nine years old and my life up to that time had not pre-

pared me for the horrible things I now saw.  I witnessed thou-

sands of refugees streaming out of the heart of the city; carrying 

what little belongings they had been able to save from the in-

ferno.  I saw how frightened they looked.  Grown people were 

crying and sobbing for lost children and relatives.  As a child 

your parents would shield you from anything that might be con-

sidered traumatic.  You lived your childish fantasies and in those 

fantasies there was no room for death and destruction.  All of a 

sudden my small world was shattered and my young life would 

never be the same again.  I was being exposed to events that 

would leave scars and stay with me forever.  I believe that the 

óhatredô of a child can be greater than that of an adult.  Adults 

possess the intellect to reason things out.  A child canôt do that. 

In the early days of the occupation when the regular German 

Army had not yet gone to fight elsewhere, life had returned to 

relative normalcy.  My brother, sister and I were again attending 

school.  My father had located suitable premises for his business.  

My mother was back at her routine of taking care of the house 

and our family.  There was still enough food on the table.  Maybe 

things wouldnôt be so bad!  But people were asking:  would we 

ever be free again?  And when?  

In the early days of the occupation people with radios were still 

able to listen to the BBC.  Thousands of people heard the voice of 

Queen Wilhelmina speaking to them and telling them to be stead-

fast and to have faith. It helped to enforce the hope of eventual 

liberation. 

The óGeuzenô (Dutch for freedom fighter) Movements began im-

mediately.  Bernard IJzerdraat, a history teacher started hand-

written newsletters and distributed them to family members and 

to friends he could trust.  He hoped these people would make 

copies and pass them on creating a wide circulation.  With noth-

ing but propaganda from the German side, this patriotic newspa-

per acted as balm on the open wounds of our lost freedom.  The 

paper grew in circulation as better stenciling equipment was ob-

tained resulting in more professionally written articles.  Several 

of the new members had demanded that the organization go be-

yond mere patriotic writings and commit acts of sabotage.  For 

this to happen they had to obtain guns, ammunition and explo-

sives.  A few handguns and a machine gun started an arsenal...  

They organized as an army and implemented army ranks.  This 

gave the organization an even greater feeling of secrecy and im-

portance. 

They were now ready for sabotage.  They committed their first 

act by cutting five telephone cables connecting anti-aircraft bat-

teries with searchlight units.  That night several English bombers 

flew over Holland and the German anti-aircraft batteries were 

unable to direct accurate fire because the searchlights were un-

able to assist in locating the bombers.  The Germans issued a 

Reward for the arrest of the individual(s) involved in this act of 

sabotage and ordered local citizens to guard the many telephone 

cables in the city.  This action put a stop to further acts of sabo-

tage and the Germans announced that further protection of the 

telephone system was no longer required.  However the citizens 

continued to be responsible for the protection of the cable system 

and immediately reported any damage to the local police. 

A Dutch citizen, walking on the street in a drunken stupor and 

singing loudly lost his balance and fell down.  He was picked up 

by the police and taken to jail.  There, he set fire to his straw mat-

tress and was removed from the cell, handcuffed and searched.  

Found in his pocket was a copy of the ñGeuzenò newsletter.   No 

one knows what happened to the man, but the Nazis had discov-

ered the Geuzen and their newsletter. 

Through the months the Geuzen army continued to expand, add-

ing cells in the major cities.  With this many members the resis-

tance movement became more and more vulnerable to being 

found out.  And it was found out via family members to friends 

and loose talk overheard by the Nazis.  Through interrogation 

methods, one by one, the Geuzen leadership and members were 

arrested and taken to jail.  The óGeuzenô case came to trial in the 

ñThe Hagueò where forty-three Geuzen members were charged. 

One can imagine what the proceedings were like.  It was a mere 

formality that led to death sentences for eighteen.  Twenty-one 

received sentences of 1 to 6 years and four were set free.  The 

leader, Bernard IJzerdraat, received four consecutive death sen-

tences.  All were told that the sentences would be carried out that 

same afternoon.  Outside, the trucks were waiting. The prisoners 

rode in the back of the trucks and were transported to the Waals-

dorpervlakte.  There, they disembarked and were marched away. 

After a few minutes there were volleys of gun fire,, and then,,, 

,,,,all was quiet. 
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LADIES AUXILIARY DAY AT THE RACES 
 

On April 15, members of District 25 Veterans of Foreign Wars and Ladies Auxiliary enjoyed a day of Thoroughbred Horse Racing 

at Golden Gate Fields.  Thanks, Betty Clark and the Ladies Auxiliary.    Great Day, Great Food and Great Fun!     In the picture,  

greeting winning jockey, Lesile Mawing are:  L-R  Richard Loechner, Betty Clark, Nick Papadakos, Jockey Mawing, Carl Edwards, 

Agnes Perkins and Neil Crightfield.  There is absolutely no truth to the  rumor that they drove to the race track in a $34,500 automo-

bile  but returned home in a $265,344 city bus. 

 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

MAY 1 & 2,  Loyalty Day Weekend. 

MAY 3,  Post 1525 Officers Meeting 6:30 pm @ 2290 Willow Pass Road, Concord. All members invited to attend. 

MAY 6,  National Prayer Day @ Oak Park Christian Center, 2073  Oak Park Blvd.  11:00am  

MAY 8,  Post 1525 VFW & Ladies Auxiliary @ 2290 Willow Pass Road.  ALL Veterans are invited  to attend our 

               Social Hour @ 9:00 am and Meeting @ 10:00 am. 

MAY 9,  VFW Post  1525 Breakfast 8:00 to 11:00 am @ 2290  Willow Pass.  Mothers Day, all ladies will receive  

                a Carnation. 

MAY 21, Department Commanderôs arrival:  Official Visit to District 25. 

MAY 22, Department Commander visits VA Clinic, Martinez, then prepares packages with Ladies  

    Auxiliary for mailing to US troops stationed overseas. 

MAY 22, Department Commanderôs Dinner 7:00 pm @ Antiochôs VFW Post 6435, 815 Fulton Shipyard Road,  

                 Antioch.  Reservations for rib-&-chicken dinner required.  Contact QM Paul Carroll, 925-628-9508. 

MAY 23, District 25 meeting 10:00 am @VFW Post 6435, 815 Fulton Shipyard Road, Antioch.  Lunch will be 

                 served after the meeting. 

MAY 24, Buddy Poppy Donations @ Concordôs Main Post Office 8:00am to 1:00 pm.  Please help, contact Pete @ 

     925-255-3449. 

MAY  28-29, Buddy Poppy Donations @ Nob Hill Market, W.C. 9:00 am-7pm  Please help, contact Pete. 

MAY 31,  Memorial Day Ceremony at the Lt Jerry Novakovich Memorial Flag Pole in Clayton, 10:00 am.  Be there! 

JUNE 4-5, Buddy Poppy Donations @ Safeway, Clayton Station & Bancroft 9:00am-7pm  Please help, contact Pete. 
 

 

All these details are available at the Post web site,  

http://vfwpost1525.org/.   

Click on ñcalendarò to find these and other activities of Post 1525 and its Ladies Auxiliary. 
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Buddy Poppy Donations, 

The Life Blood of our VFW Programs 
 

Americaôs veterans: old ones, needy ones, hurt ones, those on 

active duty and their families need our assistance.  Post 1525 con-

sists of 149 members but many do not actively support our veter-

ans in need.  I can understand why some might occasionally fail 

to attend the monthly Saturday morning meeting, but turning 

oneôs back on veterans in need really concerns me.  I have been 

to the local VA Clinic and seen the results of some of our dona-

tions.  Iôve watched disable veterans exercise and enjoy the vari-

ous Wii games on the television set that we donated there.  Re-

member the VFW motto, ñHonor the dead by serving the livingò.  

Also we assist Americaôs youth:  I have seen the pride of Amer-

icaôs youth when their name was announced as a winner of the 

VFWôs Patriotôs Pen, the Voice of Democracy, the JROTC Cadet 

of the year, an Eagle Scout Court of Honor, or our Postôs recogni-

tion of Boy Scout of the Year awards.  Reading the essays of stu-

dents participating in our essay contests brings joy to the judges 

and pride to the writers.  Americaôs future is in our youth.   

Many who volunteered to join the VFW have never attended a 

meeting.  Why is that?  We need your help.  Our new Ladies 

Auxiliary will undoubtedly join us in our Buddy Poppy program 

this year but we cannot continue to operate without the full sup-

port of our members. How about it? Call me to sign up for Buddy 

Poppy distributions at the times and places listed on page 4.   
          

 Thanks,  Pete. 

VFW Post1525 Sponsors  Carnival at Concord High School 
 

Above:  Commander Pete & QM Paul greet new life member of VFW, Major Mike Hudson, USMC. 

Below:  Pete & Paul line up with military recruiters, Blue Star Moms (including Comrade Hudsonôs mom) next to Nick Mrovich, 

organizer of the Concord High School Carnival.   



6 

6 

 
"The construction applied ... to those parts of the Constitution of the United States which delegate Congress a power ... 
ought not to be construed as themselves to give unlimited powers, nor a part to be so taken as to destroy the whole  
residue of that instrument." --Thomas Jefferson, 1798 

THE REVEILLE 
LT JERRY NOVAKOVICH POST 1525 

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF THE U.S. 

AND ITS LADIES AUXILIARY 

2290 WILLOW PASS ROAD 

CONCORD, CA 94520-2113 
 

Now available at:  http://vfwpost1525.org 

and vfwpost1525@astound.net 
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Wednesday  

 

Lunch Bunch  

 

Come One,  

 

Come All  

 

Remember… the Lunch Bunch meets at noon 
every Wednesday and is open to all members, 

potential members and their guests.   
Everybody is welcome.   

For details check the web site calendar at 
www.vfwpost1525.org 

 MAY  05  

 12  

 19  

 26  

JUN  02  

 09   

 16  

 23  

 30  

Back Forty  

Buttercup Grill  

Sizzler  

Hometown Buffet  

Applebeeõs 

Spaghetti Factory  

Fuddruckers  

Cocoõs 

Back Forty  

 
POST OFFICERS 

Commander  Richard  "Pete" Loechner 925-255-3449 

Sr. Vice Commander Thomas F. Baublitz      510-507-6116 

Jr. Vice Commander Craig Peterson  925-671-7025 

Quartermaster Paul G. Carroll          925-628-9508 

Adjutant  Duane A. Peterson  925-825-2109 

Chaplain  Doug Williams  925-687-3637 

Post Advocate Mahlon G. "Ming" Hanson 925-672-4691 

1st Year Trustee Adrian Pacheco  925-685-1250 

2nd Year Trustee            Michael Stanley  925-726-5675  

3rd Year Trustee Edgar C. Williams  925-687-4019 

Post Surgeon Robert Jenkin  925-672-2484 

Officer of the Day Mahlon G. "Ming" Hanson 925-672-4691 

Post Service Officer Duane Peterson  925-825-2109 

Guard  Kirt Tanksley  925-348-5084 

Scouting  Doug Williams  925-687-3637 

Editor  Paul Carroll   925-628-9508 

Post Photographer Kirt Tanksley  925-348-5084 

 
Change Service Requested 

 

  

 


