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Post 1525 donates $1,000.00, supporting the East Bay Stand Down that will be 

held at the Alameda Fairgrounds Aug 5-8, 2010.  The Stand Down supports our 

homeless veterans living in nine bay area counties.  Please help.  Become a 

volunteer or donate at http://eastbaystanddown.org/  You’ll be glad you did. 

Pictured above: (L to R) Denver Mills EBSD Chairman & Post 1525 member; 

Paul Carroll, Post 1525 Quartermaster; Jerry Yahiro,  EBSD Director/Treasurer; 

and Pete Loechner, Post 1525 Commander. 

REMEMBER:  The Service Is Not Over When The Uniform Is Removed. 

THE LT. JERRY NOVAKOVICH  VFW POST 1525  

SUPPORTS EAST BAY STAND DOWN 



 
From 8:00 to 11:00 AM 
March 14 & 28, 2010 

Support your local VFW Post! 

Sunday Morning Breakfast 
The fund raiser that keeps us going! 
 

Now TWICE each month! 

  

From 8:00 to 11:00 AM 
March 14th and 28th, 2010 

(Every 2nd and 4th Sundays) 
 

Bring your family and friends to  
breakfast at the Vets’ Hall.  

  

Support your local VFW Post! 

 

A bargain at only $4.00! 

 

We would like to thank Walt Walker and 
 

 

1381 Franquette Ave, Bldg C4 

Concord, CA 94520 

Phone: (925) 674-0900       FAX: (925) 674-0993  

 

for printing this month’s issue. 

 POST 1525 HAPPENINGS 

Duane Peterson, Adjutant 

 
The daytime meeting of the Lt Jerry Novakovich, VFW Post 

1525, was called to order by Post Commander Richard “Pete” 

Loechner at 9 AM, Saturday, February 13, 2010 at the Post 

Headquarters in the Concord Veteran‟s Hall, 2290 Willow 

Pass Rd, Concord, CA 91520 with 9 members attending.  The 

normal Opening Ceremony was performed, followed by the 

Commander‟s Charge.  

The opening was followed by the Officer‟s Roll Call con-

ducted by Adjutant Peterson.  This was then followed by Ad-

jutant Peterson reading the Minutes of the January Post Meet-

ing.  The reading of the Minutes was followed by the Quarter-

master‟s Report presented by Quartermaster Paul Carroll.  

 

Chaplain Doug Williams led the meeting in the Prayer for the 

residents of the VFW National Home in Eaton Rapids, MI. 

 

Commander “Pete” reminding the members of our twice 

Monthly Breakfast, held on the 2nd and 4th Sunday, which is 

our ongoing money raising activity.  He then announced that 

the winner of our Patriot‟s Pen competition was Sabrina Kaur 

of Rose Wood Academy, and now is in competition for De-

partment competition after also winning the 25th District com-

petition.  The winner of our Voice of Democracy competition 

was Ryann L. Kitchell of Ygnacio Valley High School.  Her 

entry will next be judged at the 25th District.  Our Post and 

District Websites are up and running and can be found at 

<www.vfwpost1525.org> and <www.vfwcad25.org>.   On 

Saturday, Feb 20, 2010 there will be an Operations Training 

session at our Post Headquarters, Concord Veterans Hall, 2290 

Willow Pass Rd, Concord at 10 AM.   The Post Ladies Auxil-

iary has formed and are having their regular meeting, also in 

the Veterans Hall, concurrent with our meeting.  Post Mem-

bers with Continuing Membership who have not renewed their 

2009-2010 Membership will be receiving a reminder about 

possible lapse in their membership and urging their immediate 

renewal. 

 

Under New Business, Commander “Pete” reminded the mem-

bership of the need to review and update our Post By-Laws.  

As our Post does not have our own separate By-Laws but rely 

of the National By-laws, it was moved and seconded that we 

continue to use the National By-Laws for Posts rather than 

write and adopt our own set. The motion was seconded and 

adopted. 

 

The East Bay Veterans Stand down will be held Aug 5-8 at the 

Alameda Co. Fairgrounds.  It was moved and seconded to 

support this activity with a donation of $1,000.00.  The motion 

carried.  Commander “Pete” then  reminded the membership 

that the California State Veterans Home in Yountville will 

hold their annual picnic on July 25 and there always is a need 

for people to help the elderly veterans that day. 

 

The meeting was closed by Commander “Pete” following the 

normal ritual, which included the Salute to the Flag and an-

nouncement of future meetings. 
 

Duane Peterson, Adjutant 



COUNTDOWN TO FREEDOM 
WILLEM RIDDER 

 
ROTTERDAM, MAY 9, 1940 

A news article said: “Coda can mean War.” 
 

 

 

 

 
May 10, 1940,ð It sounds like a deep throaty bark 
from far away and the wailing of a million banshees.  
One moment it sounds very close and the next mo-
ment it fades only to come back with more insistence.  
It is at the same all-encompassing and urgently pene-
trating.  I know it is out to get me and I am terribly 
frightened but I can‟t see anything.  I awake and open 
my eyes.  It was a dream.  But then I hear the wailing 
and the deep throaty barking again.  I look around the 
room, I hear my sister Annie and my older brother 
Henry talking in Annie‟s room, I join them.  That aw-
ful wailing is coming from the air raid sirens.  Planes 
were flying overhead but we know that was not un-
usual.  In the past we had heard and sometimes seen 
planes flying over Rotterdam.  We were told that the 
guns never fired directly at the planes because they 
were English and they would fly west as England was 
at war with Germany. But today the guns doing the 
shooting kept on unabated and it felt more real this 
time. We ran upstairs to the living room where our 
parents were listening to the radio.   We went to the 
balcony to see what was going on.  There were lots of 
aircraft  and one of them came straight as us.  I re-
member telling my Dad “He is dropping something.”  
He did, a bomb, over our house which hit the harbor 
near the Rotterdam Lloyd docks. By then we saw the 
German crosses and swastikas on the aircraft As long 
as I live I will never forget anything that happened 
from then on for the following five years.  Everything 
made an indelible impression .on me.  As a nine year 
old, your existence is totally dependent  on adults tak-
ing care of you, feeding and nurturing you.  You never 
worry because you parents seem so confident and 
knowledgeable  in everything they do. This was about 
to change . 
At 3:55, in the morning German airplanes had ap-
peared above the airfield Waalhaven in Rotterdam.  In 
order to surprise us thy had flown to their targets from 
the west.. For an hour the airfield was bombed and 
strafed and then followed by the dropping of para-
troopers (“fallschirm jaeger). The radio announcer 
said:  At 3:55 am Nazi Germany violated  our neutral-
ity and without provocation entered the Netherland at 
numerous places along the Dutch/Germany border.  

Germany paratroopers are being dropped between the 
Hague and Rotterdam and also at the airport Waal-
baven on the north side o the Maas River.  The Dutch 
Army and Nave are resisting the enemy. As of this 
morning our country finds itself at war with Nazi Ger-
many.  Queen Wilhelmina will address the nation at 
8:00 am, 
With those words the world around us collapsed and 
our peaceful existence came to a sudden stop. 
German Blitzkrieg. 
The Germans had made rapid advances on all fronts at 
the Dutch German border.  “Fallschirmjager” as the 
German paratroopers were call, took the airfields 
Ypenburg at The Hague, and Waalhaven near Rotter-
dam.  The bridges at Moerdijk were in German hands.  
German tanks were moving along the rivers toward 
the south of Holland and Belgium.  German transport 
planes landed on the beaches of the North Sea coast, 
creating havoc and establishing some strongholds.  
German paratroopers in civilian clothing, one even 
disguised as a priest, landed between The Hague and 
Rotterdam Dutch radio announcers spread news, 
which later turned out to be false information, sup-
plied by Dutch-speaking Germans.  There were ru-
mors that all drinking water had been poisoned. Dutch 
soldiers were not to accept drinks or food from any 
patriotic citizen;  it could be poisoned.  All of these 
rumors were just that, rumors, no truth to them.  But 
the German propaganda cause chaos throughout the 
country.  Talk of capitulation was now heard, the Ger-
man troops were expected at any moment, there would 
be no more resistance. 
In five days the German Luftwaffe had lost more than 
500 planes used in the invasion of Holland.  Many 
planes were lost in air-combat but most were lost on 
the ground, and while trying to land on beaches from 
where they could not take off and then subsequently 
were destroyed by strafing Dutch planes.  It is be-
lieved that Dutch anti aircraft shot down many Ger-
man planes.  Little has been said or written about this 
particular feat of arms.  To my knowledge little has 
done by the Dutch Government to officially honor it‟s 
veterans who against all odds held off the German 
Luftwaffe, their crack paratroopers, and Wehrmacht 
personnel for 5 days.  It was only when Rotterdam 
was bombed to smithereens with a promise to the 
same to other Holland major cities that Holland gave 
up the fight. 
 
Countdown to Freedom—Author William Ridder 
Published by Author House, 2007 and can be ordered 
from Amazon.com, and Barnes & Noble. 
The Reveille recommends the purchase this Historical 
Book.  We can only provide select portions of the text. 

WARðThe curse of the common people. 

Willem Ridder,  WWII survivor of the war in Europe. 



 

EARTHQUAKE 
  

EARTHQUAKE AWARENESS INFORMATION 

 

An Extract from Doug Copp‟s Article on the ñTriangle of Lifeò. 

Mr. Copp is the Rescue Chief and Disaster Manager of the 

American Rescue Team International (ARTI). He has crawled 

inside 875 collapsed buildings, worked with rescue teams from 

60 countries, founded rescue teams in several countries and is a 

member of many rescue teams from many countries. 

 

The first building I ever crawled inside of was a school in Mexico 

City during the 1985 earthquake.  Every child was under their 

desks during the 1985 earthquake. The Duck and Cover instruc-

tion: Squat under a desk, heads bowed and covered with their 

hands. Every child was crushed to the thickness of their bones. 

 

 Triangle of Life.  When buildings collapse, the weight 

of the ceiling falls upon the objects or furniture inside these 

building crushes these objects, leaving a space or void next to 

them. The space is what Copp calls the „triangle of life‟. The lar-

ger the object, the stronger, the less it will compact.  The less the 

object compacts, the larger the void, the greater the probability 

that the person who is using this void for safety will not be in-

jured. 

 

TIPS FOR EARTHQUAKE SAFETY 

1. Almost everyone who simply „ducks and covers‟ under 

desks or cars when buildings collapse are crushed to death. 

2. Cats, dogs and babies often naturally curl up in the fetal 

position.  A person should also do this during an earthquake.  

This position helps one to survive in a smaller void area.  Get 

next to an object, next to a sofa, next to a large bulky object that 

will compress slightly but leave a void next to it and you./ 

3 Wooden buildings are the safest type of construction to 

be in during an earthquake.  Wood is flexible and moves with the 

force of an earthquake. Should a wooden building collapse, large 

survival voids are created.  Also there is less concentrated crush-

ing weight.  Brick building will break into individual bricks, 

which will cause many injuries but less squashed bodies that a 

concrete slab building. 

4. At night while in bed ,when an earthquake occurs, sim-

ply roll off  the bed onto the floor and get into the fetal position,  

A safe void will exist around the bed.  

5. If an earthquake happens and an escape route is unavail-

able (via window or door) lie down and curl up in the fetal posi-

tion next to a sofa or large chair. 

6. NEVER stand in a doorway. If you stand under a door-

way and the doorjamb falls forward/backward you will be 

crushed by the ceiling above.  If the door jamb falls sideways you 

will be cut in half by the doorway 

7. Never go to the stairs.  The stairs have a different 

„moment of frequency‟ (they swing separately from the main part 

of the building).  The stairs and the building continuously bump 

into each other until structural failure of the stairs occurs.  The 

people who get on stairs before they fail are chopped up by the 

stair treads. Horribly mutilated.  Stay away from the stairs even 

after the earthquake ends.  The stairs are a likely part of the build-

ing which may collapse later when overloaded by fleeing people 

8. Get near the outer walls of building.  It is much better to 

be near the outside of the building rather than the interior.  Stand-

ing at an interior wall, the greater the probability your escape 

route will be blocked. 

9. People inside of their vehicles are crushed when the 

road above falls in an earthquake and crushes their vehicles 

(Remember the Nimitz Freeway after S.F‟s earthquake, those that 

stayed inside their vehicles were crushed).  They would have 

survived by getting out of their cars and sit or lie next to them.  

All the crushed cars had voids 3 feet high next to them, except for 

the cars that had columns fall directly across them. 

 

California WILL have a major earthquake!  When?   Who 

knows?  Unlike Tornados, and Hurricanes, which give one a 

warning that they will happen, earthquakes occur without warn-

ing.  Post 1525 prints Mr. Cobb‟s extract only to give you and 

your family some ideas on keeping you and your family pro-

tected. 

 

Some 80 % of all the planet‟s earthquakes occur along the rim of 

the Pacific ocean, called the “Ring of Fire” because of the pre-

ponderance of volcanic activity there as well  Most earthquakes 

occur at fault zones, where tectonic plate — giants rock slabs that 

make up the Earth‟s upper layer — collide or slide against each 

other  These impacts are usually gradual and unnoticeable on the 

surface; however, immense stress can build up between the 

plates.  When this stress is released quickly, it sends massive vi-

brations, called seismic waves, often hundred of miles through 

the rock and up to the surface.. 
 

POST MEETING DATES 
 

Post Officers, Monday, March 8, 2010, 6:30 PM 
 

BREAKFASTS 

Sundays, March 14 & 28, 8:00 to 11:00 AM 
 

Post 1525 Members and Ladies Auxiliary  

Saturday, March 13, 2010 

9:00 AM coffee & donuts; 10:00 AM meetings 



 

  

PATRIOTS PEN AWARD 

Quartermaster Paul Carroll presents Sabrina Kraus a $100.00 check for 

her first place in the Post 1525 Patriots Pen Essay Contest.  QM Paul 

then presented Sabina a second $100.00 check for winning at the Dis-

trict 25 level. school (6.7, &8 grades) participated in VFW‟s Patriots 

Pen Essay Contest. 

87 essay papers were submitted for reviewed by Post 1525 Youth Ac-

tivities Committee.  Committee reported that we should be proud of our 

Clayton-Concord students:  They are great Americans! 

Post‟s goal for 2010 is to contact more schools for participation in the 

Patriots Pen and Voice of Democracy Essay Programs.  And have the 

schools enter a representative for VFW‟s Teacher Award. 

 

 

CALIFORNIA AWARDS BANQUET 

January 22, 2009, VFW Awards Banquet was held at the 

Hilton Hotel in Sacramento California.  Twenty-four can-

didates representing their Districts competed in the Depart-

ment Voice of Democracy Essay Contest. .The winner will 

complete for National Honors in Washington D.C. later in 

the year. 

Elizabeth Day, District 25 Candidate for National Voice of 

Democracy Award, with District 25 Commander Richard 

„Pete‟ Loechner and District 25 Ladies Auxiliary President 

Marian Karas.  Prior to the Awards Banquet the Twenty 

four candidates toured Sacramento Capitol and surround-

ing area. 

POST 1525 IS HONORED BY OUR  KIDS 

VETERANS DAY 

On Memorial Day and Veterans Day, students from a local Middle 

School  bring “THANK YOU VETERANS” Cards to Post 1525.   
  

BUDDY POPPY DAY 

Gabby Garcis and her father stopped by our Poppy booth.  

While her father made a donation she asked why poppies?  

Her father picked up a copy of the “In Flanders Field bro-

chure  and told her he would read it to her that evening.  

The next day Gabby returned and presented us the  above 

drawing. 

 

LOTS OF THINGS HAPPENING AT POST 1525! 



 

 

"It is error alone which needs the support of government.   Truth can stand by itself ."  
ð--Thomas Jefferson 
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Wednesday  

 

Lunch Bunch  

 

Come One,  

 

Come All  

 

Remember… the Lunch Bunch meets at noon 
every Wednesday and is open to all members, 

potential members and their guests.   
Everybody is welcome.   

MAR.    3  

 10  

 17  

 24  

 31  

 APR.    7  

 14  

 21  

 28  

 

Country Waffle  

Buttercup Grill  

Sizzler  

Hometown Buffet  

Black Bear Diner  

Applebyõs 

Spaghetti Factory  

Fudruckerõs 

Cocoõs 
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