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SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

CLAYTON VALLEY®6S FI RST CASU/

MICK R. BEKOWSKY
Corporal, USMC

Age 21

Killed Sept. 6, 2004, AAnbar Province, Iraq, one month prior to
completion of his second tour and schedule to return to the USA.

fiWe tried to take as many POW 0 s
around. tbene of those things you 6r

to be done. 0

CLAYTON VALLEY®6S LATEST
JOHN HALLETT
Captain, US Army
Age 30
U.S Military Academy Graduatassigned to an elite Speci
Forces unit. Married with two sons. He was sent to Afghan
weeks before the birth of his daughter.

vaccine to an Iraqi village.
N
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GOLD STAR FAMILY SUPPORT GROUP
In Memory of our Sons, Daughters, Spouses & Family
Members who gave their lives in the name of Freedom

The Blue Star Moms, East Bay Chapter #2101 anGQ@alfdrae Mar i
Gold Star Parents, Honor and Remembrance Event.

Separate tables are prearranged in a large room. Each table is assigned to the family of a deceased veteran. The familie
display memorabilia in remembrance of their loved one. Items of military medals, and awards, pictures of military elvgmis, an
tos of the individuals prior to their military experience are displayed. The first evening a reception is held whessdangyds
meet, view the displays, and reminisce of the past. The following morning the Fallen Heroes Memorial Tribute honaging our d
ceased veterans is presented.
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POST 1525 HAPPENINGS

Saturday, March 13, 2010, VFW Post 1525 held an histori;
cal meeting by holding a Joint Meeting with our newly
formed Ladies Auxiliary. Post 1525 is no longer a Bacheld
Post, thanks to members of Department, District and Post
for their assistance in accomplishing our goal. Ten Post

Support your local VFW Post!

Sunday Morning Breakfast
The fund raiser that keeps us going!

members and nine Auxiliary members gathered at 10:00 a|
for the monthly Post Membership Meeting. The Post Mee
ing was opened by Commander Richard Loechner follow-
ing regular order of procedure. Chaplain Williams led the
members in the Opening Prayer. Adjutant Peterson called
the roll of Post Officers and then read the minutes of the
February meeting.

OLD BUSINESS:i Review of Patriots Pen and Voice of

Democracy Essay Contest. Patriots Pen Awards have bedqn

presented to Kings Valley Christian School and Wood Ros|

Academy. We are late in presenting the Patriot Pen Awards

to St. Agnes. This will be corrected. The Voice of Democ+
racy Award is dependent on Ygnacio High School to notify
Post on presentation date. District and Post websites are

now active. Next website meeting is scheduled for July.

NEW BUSINESS: - Post Elections will be held at the April
10 meeting. Elections will be for the offices of Command-
ers, Sr. Vice Commander, Jr. Vice Commander, Chaplain,

Judge Advocate, Surgeon and Trustee. When elected, the

Commander will appoint the officers for Adjutant, Officer
of the Day, Service Officer, Guard and other offices. Dis-
cussion was held concerning Memorial Da{,04 July and
Poppy Donation Days events .

Next Meeting April 10, 2010.
Respectfully submitted,

Duane Peterson, Adjutant

NEWHALL PARK VIETNAM MEMORIAL

The City of Claytonds Viet

Now TWI CE each month!

From 8:00 to 11:00 AM
April 11 & 25, 2010
(Every 2nd and 4th Sundays)

Bring your family and friends to

breakf ast at t

Support your local VFW Post!
A bargain at only $4.00!

ham Me mor

“P1f"aqgue was

last week. On Tuesday, March 22, a scrap dealer called C

cord Police Department and told them the plaque was turnfd

in to them for the scrap value. At this time it is unknown if
the person(s) who brought it to the scrap dealer provided

their information or if they gave bogus information that the
plague was damaged. If damaged it may not be repairabl

n_

From 8:00 to 11:00 AM
April 11 & 25, 2010

stol

h e

en

and will have to be replaced. The city is working to have it
repaired or replaced before Memorial Day.

If anyone has any information as to who took the Plaque
please contact the Concord Police Department, or Laura
Hoffmeister, Asst. to the City Manage(City of Clayton.

We would like to thank Walt Walker and
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The following excerpts are from my brother Henry.
May 10, 1940

We heard reports that German paratroopers were landing
throughout Holland. We saw a couple of aircraft being shot
down which was quite a shock even if they were German. Dur-
ing the day there was lots of shootings and air raids. During the
air raids | was mostly on the balcony where | had a better view.

May 10, 194® Continued Not a smart place to be, but then | was only 16 years old.

We continued listening to the radio. The announcer was giving | went to school that day. After a short speech by our
the listeners instructions on how to protect their home. Sandhegsher, expressing the hope that he would see us back after this
in front of low windows and strips of tape over the windows towas over, we were excused and sent home. Walking back we
prevent broken glass from flying all over. This caused a lot ofsaw a lot of fires and heavy smoke. Most of the fighting was at
activity. In the meantime there was continuous shooting and the airport and the main bridges across the river. There were only
plosions not very far from our house. The Germans were hittimdpand full of our soldiers to defend the city. They were armed
the harbor installations. | began to notice the difference be-with World War 1 rifles that could only hold 5 rounds. A Dutch
tween bomb explosions, artillery and aaiticraft fire. It is inter- destroyer which had sailed up the river began firing on the airport
esting how quickly you learn these things. where Germans were landing. We could hear the artillery fire and

My mother gave me some money and when the sirenthe Germans bombing the Destroyer. The Destroyer kept firing
gave a continuing high pitch sound indicating all was clear, | vwasn when its guns were below the water. They stopped only
off and running to the bookstore to purchase more tape. Therghen the ship was completely destroyed..
were a lot of people already at the bookstore, people with the People were stumbling along the Harbor and the streets.
same intent purchasing tape. | could buy only one roll of tapéd man and a woman with a baby were outside our home. My
On my way home, | noticed some commotion near the Butchenother called to them and invited them in. The woman was in
shop. | watch the Dutch soldiers take the fat butcher into custahck and could not nurse her child. They did not want to come
and shove him into a prison van. | was not surprised and | wagpstairs but stayed in the basement. They were scared. Later
actually delighted because we all knew that he was a Nazi sythey were able to eat and after a while the baby was fed. They
pathizer and a member of the National Socialist Party). left at nightfall. We heard that they got across the river thanks to

On my way back home, going the same way | had coaskipper who sneaked them over under the cover on darkness.
the sirens started up once again. | was just at the bottom of the
street. Here was an open area where city maintenance had stored May 11, 12 & 13, 1940
large round tree trunks which | thought would make a good hid-
ing place from possible shrapnel. While | was lying there | diithe night of the 12th to the 13th of May was relatively quiet
in the sand and found a fountain pen. A fountain pen that haaitside the school building but inside some people went com-
own reservoir, not like those that we had in school where youpletely crazy. It was difficult to hold them down and keep them
had to dip the ink while writing. When | made it home with thérom hurting themselves and others. In the early morning hours a
roll of tape, | showed my parents the pen. They immediately dew brave men went out to find food. They located a truck
that the pen was made of 18 karat gold. Hey, this war was tdoaded with tins of condensed milk. They confiscated several
ing out to be not so bad. hundred tins and brought them to the school. They also found the

Putting the tape on the crisscross on the windows maaledy of a young woman who had been killed. A grave was dug
the house seem more like a fortress. Using my littteagbwe in a strip of grass and she was buried in accordance with her Ro-
hauled sand to fill the sand bags. All our neighbors were in thenan Catholic faith. Although fighting again intensified with gre-
street placing sand bags to protect their homes. Had the situatiles exploding close by, the priest went about his services with-
not been so serious it would have felt like a neighborhood pantyit showing any signs of fear.
It felt good to be around our neighbors, somehow one felt safer.

Our house had a cellar on the street side and it, together Germany issues the following ultimatum to the
with other apartments at street level was chosen as a temporary Mayor and City Council of the City of Rotterdam:
shelter during air raids. We learned that the safest place inthg The resi stance shown in the open

cellar was an area where there were multiple anq intersectingArmy forces me to take the most decisive action unless resistance ceases
walls. Actually the safest place seemed to the toilet. After & j,mediately. The effort of that action could only mean the complete

bombing it was not uncommon to see all the floors ofstoby destruction of the city. | am asking you as a man who possesses a great

apartment collapsed but the toilets would all still be sticking o.gtense of responsibility to heed this warning and prevent immeasurable

from the walls and attached to their plumbing. Therefore duri _ _ . .
an air raid | sat on the toilet. Mostly we would sit on the floor Hgstructlon and bloodshed. As a sign of agreement | ask you to immedi-

under the concrete stairway. | often wondered why we were s?‘r[gly send a parliamentary who has the necessary authority. Unless |

ting on a hard cold floor and not on a cushy chair. Later, whilgeceive an answer within two hours following delivery of this communi-
serving in a 105mm howitzer Regiment | found the answer. cation I will be forced to take the necessary steps for the destruction of
Whenever we were firing t he thaRpt®rdas byabkommdmerifro@thed® t direct | y i
volved in the firing all hugged the ground. | concluded that

whenever there is a bombing or explosions one wants to get N&3TE: The Reveilleurges everyone purchas€ountdown To Free-

the ground or better yet crawl into it if you can. However | kn@em. we can print only a synopsis of the details as written by the

that no magic formula would prevent bombs from hitting us. author. To understand WWII in Europe this book is a must read.
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POST 1525 LADIES AUXILIARY

LAVFW OFFICERS:

PRESIDENT

Priscilla Williams
SENIOR Vice President

Carolyn Rickett
JUNIOR Vice President

Christine Crane
TREASURER

Wendy K. Herman
SECRETARY

Allison J. Coppage
CHAPLAIN

Olene E. Carroll
CONDUCTRESS

Betty Louise Peterson
TRUSTEES

Mary Lou Gogarty

Eloise Pierce

Anne Sterling
GUARD

Betty E. Zarn

PRESIDENT TREASURER
PRISCILLA WILLIAMS WENDY HERMAN

OTHER CHARTER
MEMBERS:

Elizabeth Coppage
Mary Crosby
Mary Lou Fogarty
Carman D, Frank
Lillian Golino
Lorene Rae Hanson
Janet Kelnhofer
Peggy C. Loechner
Ellen F. Nelson
Ruth M. Peterson
Virginia Peterson
Eloise Pierce
Anne Sterling
Mara Lee Stoffers

Sydney Lyn Thurston CHAPLAIN GUARD
Winifred Westerburg OLENE CARROLL BETTY ZARN
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Lt. Jerry Novakovich Post 1525 became a full Veterans Of Foreign Wars Post on February 27, 2010, when LAVFW National,

Department, and District offices authorized a Char togat f or
our Charter and there were a few set backs, but t hanrdeit, was
we wi || hel po) . And help they did. Thanks, Dorothy Fishe
!
BETTY PETERSON, WENDY HERMAN, OLENE CARROLL, PRISCILLA WILLIAMS, BETTY ZARN
MARE ISLAND NAVAL SHIPYARD TOUR
Navy League of US is sponsoring a tour of Mare Island on Saturday, April 17, 2010. Post 1525 is invited to attend.
The three hour tour (by car & foot) wildl include OWrficer:

dows, the dry docks and waterfront and the Museum. Lots to see and appreciate about Mare Island which played such a signif
cant role in World War Il as a ship repair facility for damaged ships, and the construction of new ships and submarines.

Tour Price with Guide is $15.00/individual.
After the tour The Navy League recommends we |
Make check payable to: CCCNLUS & mail to Roger Meininger, P.O.Box1612, Martinez, CA 96323
Anyone interested in the tour and wishes to car pool to Mare Island call Pete-Z552549.

DISTRICT 25 LADIES AUXILIARY

Enjoy a day at the races at Golden Gate Fields where the Bay
Comes To Play. Step into the Turf Club and absorb the history
and excitement of Thoroughbred Horse Racing.
Date is Thursday, April 15. Cost is $32.00 which includes
admission, an excellent luncheon buffet, with desserts to die
for, and one enjoyable day of fun with your friends.
Dress is smart casual st§lano shorts, tank tops;shirts or
sweat pants/suits.
Free shuttle service from North Berkeley Bart Station.
Contact Betty Clark, 510240158 to sign up.

See you at the races. Let 6s



